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NO TIME FOR DELAY.

A pew crisls bas developed in the
lizhting situation brought about by an
unfortunate uncertainty as to the will-
Ingness and ability of the Kern Incan-
descrnt Gaslight Company to fulfill its
cantract with the city, and the moment
has come when that company must
make a moest complete and definite
dewonstration of such willingness and
ability if Its contract is pot ta be for-
feited,

This the Kern company promises to
do, telegrapling to the Board of Publie
Improvements that It will present such
proofs of measures undertaken “as will
lnsure satisfactory fulfiliment and com-
pHance with the contract.” This proof
must be in hand for the meeting of the
Board of Publie Improvements next
Tuesday, at which tiwe it i imperative
that conclusive action shall be taken.
There is no time for delay.

The city's contract with the Kern com-
pany promises certain advantages which
ware not discernible when the bids were
submitted by the competing companies.
It is not to be denled that the successful
bldder has heen subjected to much em-
barrassing obstructionist work since the
awanrd of contract, and it may be that
these tactics have prevailed to bring
sbout the present unsatisfactory condi-

the service contracted for that
these conditions will be removed and
this phase of the lighting problem dis-
posed of satisfactorily.

THE PASSION PLAY.

Among the notable features presected
in this morning's Republic is the full
text, {llustrated, of the famous Passion
Play of Oberammergau. This is the first
time that the authorized version of this
play, so intimately connected with
Christian interest throughout the uni-
verse, has been presented in this way.
The accompanying plctures were drawn
from photographs taken at Oberammer-

The Republic takes this occasion to
modestly draw paublie attentlon to some
of its morning’s offerings In the fleid
of news, where it stands, as usual, first
among Western journals that pursue the
worid's happenings. Infornation from
China, hard to get and of !mmense im-
portance the world over, will be found
in these columns, not only this morning,
but all mornings, completer and better
in all respects than it will be found in
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water rates accumulations. The transfer
would take some time and would neces-
sitate a vote by the people of 8t. Louis
for the Issuance of sdditional bonds. If
Union Market Is sold for the amount
specified, work on the new hospiial can
begin at once. The use of the water
rates accumulations for the erection of
a City Hospital would put it entlrely
out of the power of St. Louis to bulid
a filter plant, which Is conceded on all
bands to be an urgent municipal need.
IT MEANS WAR.

In the late cable news of the murder
of the German Minister to China, the
destruction of all the foreign legation
buildings In Pekin, and of the Dowager
Empress An's declarution that the in-
ternational troops shall not be allowed
to enter that city, there Is to be noted
what is the cause and the probable be
glnning of a definite war between China
and the Alli%d FPowers now represented
on the scene of actlon,

The outeome of this war is, of course,
a foregone conclusion, It is the begin-
ning of the end of China, a reckless
provocation for that dismemberment of
the Flowery Kingdom upon which the
great European Powers have evidently
been determined ever since the Chinese-
Japanese war laid bare the weakness of
China. There is no extravagance in the
statement that the doom of China will
be sounded In the first shot fired by the
allied forces outside the gates of Pekin.

The peril of the present situation,
however, Is that it promises slmost in-
evitably to precipitate that “geoeral Eu-
Topean war” which for years has becn
the dread and nightmare of the civilized
world. It is almost Impossible of belief
that the conflicting luterests of Russla,
England and Jepan may now be dis-
posed of in the seitlewent of ihe new
Chinese question without a elash be-
tween these bostile and jealous nations.
For this reason the most recent news
from China is ominous to a degree. It
begins to look as if the Nineteenth Cen-
tury's closing year is to witness what
may not unlikely develop into the big-
gest and bloodiest war known to his-
wory.

BOSTON'S BlG RECORD.

New York should not rejoice prema-
turely over the statistics of comparative
erime which Magistrate Deuel of that
city has collected, which show that
“there were more arrests for drunken-
ness per thousand of population in Bos-
ton than In any city in the United
States,” and that “more persons out of
every thousand were arrested for in-
toxication in Boston than were arrested
in New York for all the crimes in the
calendar.”

The statistics are rather creditable to
Boston, for the ressom that Massachu-
setis has a law making pubiic drunken-
ness a punishable offense without regard
to accompanying disorder or breach of
peace. Few States have such a law and
nowhere outside of Boston is such a law
strictly enforced. Public opinion in the
Hub City demands a stringent enforce-
ment of the law, no matter what unfair
inferences criminologists may draw
from the resulting statisfics.

With this exceptional law Massachu-
setts eouples the system of probation for
criminals, in which a person who violates
the law is not punished for his first of-
fense, but the punishment suspended
and the offender placed under the ob-
servation of a “probation officer”™ for a
stated period and allowed to pursue his
course unmolested so long as he dovs
not fall back into his objectionable hab-
its. This treatment is applied especial-
ly to cases of public drunkenness, asnd
according to Herbert D. Ward, Commis-
sloner of Prisons in Massachusetts, it
has achleved good results.

“Probation,” he says in the Independ-
dent, “has passed beyond the experi-
mental stage. Under its application,
theoretically at least, no one should Le
sent to prison for the first offense. It
means the clesing of one-half the pris-
ons in any State in which the system is
well organized. It means the saving of
thousands of lives to good citizeuship
and of hundreds of thousands of dollars
to the treasury. Probation puts a man
on his honor and brings out the perve
there is in him to rebabllitate bhimself in
society.”

VIRTUE REWARDED.

Years ago a popular practice with
teachers of everyduy ethics was to In-
culcate thelr lessons by stories of well-
dolng rewarded in strapge ways. They
told bow a kind man stopped oa his way
1o a train to take eare of a bost child,
how he missed his traln as a result and
how he thus escaped death marvelously
when the traln was wrecked and all on
board were killed.

An effort seems to have been made to
apply this method of Instruction to the
escape of Mrs. Russell Sage from serlous
injury in a fall in which some bundles
she was carrying formed a cushion for
ber bead. “Had Mrs. Sage not been so
democratic as to carry ber own bundles
she would doubtless have been severely
injured,” moralizes the philosopher,

This method of Ilnstructlon may serve
a good purpose with very young chil-
dren. It Is bard to see how It can serve
such a purpose with older children. That
philosoply is healthler and saner which
leaves fortuitous rewards and punish-
ments out entirely and teaches that
every act 18 rewarded or punished, as

the two soldlers, One soldier was moral,
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tion of the gain it expected from the
war. Great Britain cannot remove her
soldiers from South Africa because the
weakening of ber forces would mass
the Boers instantly and force the re-
sumption by the British of operations in
foree.

The practical abandonment of Pretoria
and Johannesburg by the Boers, fol-
lowed by the report of the capture of a
British squadron and the cutting of Lord
Roberts’s communication with Bloem-
fontein, shows that the Boers bave
abandoned all idea of meeting the Brit-
Ish in foree.

As a matter of fact the British in
South Africa are face to face with a
situation precisely similar to that which
confronts the Americans in the Philip-
pines, and there is little outlook for an
early end of hostllities in either place.
The way of the imperialist is bard.

The best Democrat is the man who
puis party safety above self. The worst
Democrat §s the man who sllows his
personal ambitions to stand In the way
of party supremacy.

Democratic interests in Missouri at the
present moment are such as to demand
absolute unselfishness among the lead-
ers. While The Republic cannot echo
the pessimistic note of Governor Stoue's
speech at the Jefferson City convention,
it must insist upon the need of unflinch-
ing party devotion at the present stage
of the campalgn. The party's principles
and programme must not suffer because
two or four or elght men have personal
dilferences or private ambitions.

The past two weeks have been fraught
with much that I8 of grave concern to
the pariy’s organization In this State.
The fortheoming fortnight may develop
for good or il to Missourl’'s Democracy.
The friends of two of the best known
leaders in the State have done the un-
wise thing of making open declamtions

L of hostillty one to the other.

This is pot Democracy; it is not a
vore-making policy.

If these wen and thelr supporters de-
gire to deserve the best of thelr party
they will have no more quarreling in the
public eye nor will they permit their
personal differences to become a part of
the Democratic recopd in Missourl.

This is a time for the efacement of
self. Paraphrasing a sentence from Gov-
ernor Stone’s Jefferson Clty speech, are
the quarreling leaders to be party wen
of practice or of prelense?

OBSERVERS DIFFER.

One fact that stands out clear and un-
obscured from the mass of testimony
taken by the Corouer at the inquiry inte
the Washington avenuoe riot of last Sun-
day is that man is a poor observer, The
remarkable varinnce In the storics of
eyewltnesses and the lack of corrobora-
tive lacts such as Identlfications prove
this amply. The fact that the witnesses
appear to be following their oaths by
tryiug to tell the truth, the whole truth
and pothing but the truth makes the
variation in the stories all the more re-
markable.

Man is a poor observer. Even where
be regards an event without any ex-
citement, where he has full possession
of his faculties, bis observation is de-
fective and Inaccurate. Astronomers are
forced in all their calculations to allow
a margin for the “personal equation” of
the observer; that is, for the time it
takes for sensation to produce hought
and for thought to produce action. This
equation wvaries with each observer.
Astronomers regarding the sun's corona
during an eclipse will draw their obser-
vutions differently, and only by wmaking
a composite or average of all these draw-
ings can accurate results be reached.

When such difficulties arise where ex-
citement and danger do not !mpair the
facultles of the spectator It ean well be
understood that observations would dif-
fer very widely where excitement and
danger and bioodshed play a part. This
Is the case in the Coroner's inguiry.

In such a case the truth can only be
approximated by meaus of averages and
composites based on a comparison of
those of the statements by witnesses of
good credit and known veraclty whose
accounts agree In geperal substance.
Hecitals wlich run perallel in no im-
portant particular merged into a com-
posite would work nothing but deception
and confusion,

It Is easy to end & war when a treaty
! peace voncludes It, otherwise the
fighting s long drawn out and troubie-
some. The principals to the St. Louls
street car strike shounld learn a lesson
from the South African and Philippine
wars.

Tlere would be greater rejoleing over
the news that the eclipse pictures have
proved uniformly successful were it not
for the fear that most of them will get
:‘um the maguziues aud make life a bur-

en.

e

The vote of the campalgn poets will

probably be divided between Bliss and

Long for the Repubilean vice presiden-

tlal nomination. The poets would bave
to scratch to find rhywes for Dolliver,

The Nepublicans who thought that the
fall of Pretoria took the Boer war out
of the campaign seewn to have reckoned
without Oom Paul Kruger and bis capl-
tal on a rallroad car.

When the Congress of American Re-
publics assembles in the City of Mexico
next year it is to be hoped that Uncle
Sam will not be barred as represenoting
ap Empire.

It's pure stubbornness that makes the
Boers and the Filipinos keep ou fighting,
but it's a stubboruness that bas been &
characteristic of all patriols known to
history.

As & combipation of Charley Ross and

CLOSING DAYS OF THE FIRST SESSION OF THE FIFTY.SIXTH CONGRESS. w

PERSONALITIES IN THE SENATE. « « « BY ALLEN V. COCKRELL.

lm

z %

VRITTEN FOR THE SUNDAY REPUBLIC.
The first sesslon of the Fifty-sixth Con-
gress ended In an exhibition of good fellow-
ship, which was In marked contrast to the
party passion and personal rancor shown
in both ends of the Capltol fn the last six
months,. When President Pro Tem Frye
and Bpeaker Henderson lald down their
gavels, It was at the conclusion of one of
the most eventful and excitlng sesslons in
the long and varied history of the Amerioan
Congress. The Inspiring and pleturesque
mcenes which dlrectly preceeded the ad-
journment, as the members of the House
rose en masss and =ang patriotie songa.
and the Benate passcd with a cheer resolu-
tion of thanks to their presiting officer,
were but charncteristic Incldents, indientive
of the universal good-will of the typleal
American. Several times througheut the
winter, prolonged legislative encounters
and sharp passages of rejartee have taken
place In both the House and Senate, which

question by Senator Pettigrew, threw that
solemn  tribunal into spasms of laughter.
Senator Beveridge bad asked unanimous
consent to pass a joint resolution which had
just come from the House, The clerk be-
£an to read the bill by Ita title:

“A joint resclution to donate a cOn~
demned eannon—-—:"

“Does that hill,” interrupted Pettigrew,
like n filnah, “refer to the Chalrman of the
Commiitee on Appropriations In the Honse
of RepresentativesT* T merriment
which this sully created gradually swelled
Into applause as the full significance of It
dawned upon the authors,

Arnother Incldent which added much to
the gayety of Congress was a sensational
=peech by the Hon. Marens Alonzo Flanna.
It wns perhaps the most marvelous emana-
tion which has been perpetrated upon a
lnng-suffering Eenate In many years, and
succesded In bringing on one of the bitter-
in whish

almost brought thase bodles to the brink
of actual riot. Particularly was this blue-
ETAss cohdition of affairs true of the last
week of Congrfess, when several sensational conflicts oc-
curred which served admirably to help while away the

weary hours of the closing days of the session. .
Chief among this Interesting category must be placed perhaps the most emphatic
“turn down™ *“Uncle Joe" Cannon has recelved during his long and honorabls caresr

s Chalrman of the House Committee on Appropriations.

What must have added bit-

ter humiliation to this decisive triumph of the veteran [llinoclsan's enemies was that

it was accomplished after he had virtuslly won the fght.

In other words, *Uncle

Joe™ had bulldozed the House Into accepling his measure, when Amos Cummings of
New York, young Mr. Foss of Iilinols and Mr. Dayton of West Virginia jumped Into
the fray and succeeded In making that very pussling body relent and completely re-

versa Its former wvote.

Mesers. Foss, Dayton and Cummings of the Houss Naval Committes brought in &

eonference report on the hydrographic survey femture of the
Cannon took exception and determined to defeat.

Naval blll, to which
The old hero of a hundred Jegls-

lative battles entered the lsts vigoroualy, alded by such earnest fighters as Jobn
Bhafroth of Colorado, an old Missourian, Moody of Massachusetts, Hemenway of
Indiana and Burton of Ohfo. In the excitement of the debate, the old man took off

his coilar and necktie, and with sleeves rolled up,

aroused the House to a tre-

mendous pitch of enthusiasm as he dealt the conferces slodge-hemmer blows. That

rettled 11

The veteran's evident determination “fixed”

the conferees, and scuttled

thelr report, and the House almost broke a precedent by reversing the unanimous

recommendation of its own committee.

However, all of Cannon’s exhausting labors availed him mnot, for hiz victory was

but temporary. Afler belng so sorely humilinted,

the old conferees withdrew and

the Speaker named new ones, led by Cannon. He accepled the appointment with
alacrity and the next morning, confldent of success, brought in a report—more to his
liking. Bout a night had wrought marvels. The Housa had evidently sobered up and
in a burst of gnod feeling accepted the originai bill as it came from the Senate, push-
ing “Uncle Joe's” compromise most emphatically, distinctly and ignominiously aside,
much to that worthy’s intense disgust. For once in a long time he was outmastered,
outgeneraled and outwitted. To an Impromptu specch by Amos Cummings Is due
miuch of this overwhelming triumph of the old *Watchdog's” opponents. Jt was tha
New Yorker's premler cflort of the session and abounded In sarcasm and sparkled

with wit.

“Mr. Speaker,” sald Mr. Cummings, among other good tﬁinn. “I want to say agaln,
referring to the apology.Just made by the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr, Moody),

that I thought we had a jackal in the House.

Jackals always precede the lion; and

when this magnificent beast from Illinols was lashing his sides with his tail in his fury,

and roaring because he smelled fresh meat,

the fackal had rushed to the fromt.”

“Why.” he conciuded, addressing himself to the gentleman from Iilinols, with a con-
temptuous wave of the hand, “why did you not stand by the proposition which the
Houss made at the first Instance? Why are you backing down at the first fire. Yon

are misnamed. You are no cannon; you &fe a toy musket.™

This shot convulsed the

house and |t was several minutes before order could be restored.
Shortly after the echoes of Cannon’s defeat had reached the Senate, a simple Nttle

Iar “mare’s nest.™

back the $400,000 collected from the

dared to get up in the Senate and defend

valor.™

was all over and did—nothing.

of leglsiation, was held up by represénta-
tives of the “plain people™
what they thought of him. As it was practically the Senator's maiden effort, he must,
be allowed extenuating circumstances, sithough be did succeed In stirring up a regu-

contributions In the comping campaizn and stated that if the peeple knew the truth
about the doings of the prescnt adiministration they would overturn it In an bour.

ANl together, it was a most uncomfortable hour for Mr. Hanna, to which most of
the free lances In the Senate contributed and “they do say™ here in Washington that
he has since become a firm bellever In the oid adage, “discretion is the better part of

The foregolng incldenis, however, wernas Joe Flary's chances against
Dockery, when Senators Cartér and Petigrew had thelr sulphurous set-to on the flnor
of the Senate two days before Congrees adjourned. The whole difficulty was stirred
up by Pettigrew disclosing some of the mors start!ing facts comnected with the Re-
publican eampaign fund of 18%8. The Benator, who was then a loyal Republican, In-
trusted with the seécrets of his party, s now a Populist, and always golng forth lfke
the llon in the Bible, seeking whom he may devour in the administration. The result
of his lying In walt for the ex-chalrman of his old party will mnot
memory of the Senate for somea little time, at least. The most sensational debate In the
Senate for a decade reached its climax a® Mr. Carter, driven to desperation, warned
the Democratic Benators pot to associate with Benator Peltigrew, “becauss those
who lle down with dogs may expect to get up with flea=" Personalities of the sharp-
e5t character were exchanged and for almoat an hour the Senate was swept off its feet,
The e by implication was frequent, and only by the most gkillful maneuvering was
the lie direet avoided. Had the srene occurred In a Kentucky Legislature the air would
have been blue with gunpowder long befors the Montanan classed Mr. Pettigrew with
the canines. Nothing like It has occurred mince the day when Benator womm
to enter into a controversy with Benator Carcy “because it is a waste of lather to
shave an as2." Had the gentlemen implicated been from the South, it s altogether
probable that even the dignity of the United Btates Benate would have besn disre-
garded and guns pulled. As it was, both parties took to thelr respective seats after it

est Jehates heard this sesujon, This Weul! Snft Sepater Han-
the general receiver of the trosts, in matters na the Sext Time He Stirred
= * 3 e, Up wa Nimor Flaie Debate

and told Just

This edifying epectacle was occasioned when he stood in the Senate Chamber and
defended the manufacturers of armor plate, saying among other remarkable state-
ments that “$600 would be a fafr price per ton and cerialinly not a bLig price for plat-
Ing our warships. Then the storm broke and the alr began
chamber as {f an electric storm had been waging. Senator Welllnaton of Maryland, «
Republican, but an independsntiy feariess ane, quickly arose. and. in response to the o
Ohinan‘'s last declaration retorted that ““the Iiinols Steel Company offered to make
armor for £225 per ton, but hecause it was not in the combine its offer was rejected.”
Mr. Pettigrew paid his respocts to Mr. Hanpa by declaring that he was trying to pay
Bethishem Stes! Company in the last campalgn
by means of contracts made at robber price= and Mr. Allen accused him of being the
agent of the Armor Trust in the Semate, Mr. Tillman, after a sharp exchange with
the gentleman from Ohlo, complalned, speaking In general terms, that “all miillon-
afres were thleves and llars anywar.” and Mr. Teller ended the arony by bitterly de-
claring that “the chief representative of the Republican pariy In the United States™

to crackls in the

trusts, that he might the more easily levy

Alec

fade from the

STORIES AND STUDIES
OF STEPHEN CRANE.

WRITTEN FOR THE SUNDAY KEPUBLIC.

Stephen Crane, novelist, poet and news-
paper correspondent, died of consumption
at Badenweiler, Baden, Juns 5 befors he
had reached the age of 3. Some say his
death cut short & brilllant career: others
that it came only after he had exhausted
himself. Some say & few years more of
life would have enabled him to do work
which would have proven that the charm-
{ng writings of his early life wers but im-
mature products of a growing literary giant;
others that half a century more of existence
and work would not have placed him on
a taller pedestal of fame. All agree that
some of the work he did was entitled to
rank with the best literature of the Nine-
teenth Century, and that he was a very
o0dd person. Chorles Michelson, a Phila-
delphia newspaper man, thus describes
him: “An estimate of Stephen Crane must
be an analysis of two peop'e. Crane the
writer was everything that Crane the man
was nol. The artist was senfitive, serlous,
painstaking, consclentious ard Industricus,
imbued with almost perfect taste. The ran
was flippant, carcless, indolent, seifish cnd
an offense agninst most of the canons of
soclety.'

Crane was born In Newark, N. J., in 150,
He was educated in Lafayette College and
Syracuse University. He used 1o spend
hunpluum.inmcol!mdlrl in the

ed when they learned that the book was

not the work of an old goldler, but of a
boy~Crane was but 2 years old when he
wrote it—who had never witnessed a battle
and scarcely n regimental drill; who knew
nothing of the sgene except what be had
read and studled out from maps and plats,
and who had pever seen a man killed.

The book reached London, and so flatter-
ing wera the London reviews of [t that
Crane was Induced (o0 go there. He was
riceived In the most exclusive of lterary
circles, and his Instantanecus literary suc-
cves may have turned his head or dulled his
pen, for he appears to have reached his
genith about that time. His home was at
a country place near London, where he en-
tertained lavishly until his departure for
the Continent to die.

Crane's wonderful word-painting of bat-
tle scenes in “The Red Badge of Courage™
made him very much in demand with the
newspapers in the G »-Turkish War, and,
later, In the Spanish-American War In Cuba
and Porto Rico, His entire success as n
war correspondent s not conceded by all,
but he was undoubledly a plcluresqua fig-
ure in the army. Mr. Michelson, who holds
the negative view as to Crane’s suceess as
& correspondent, says:

“"Yet Crane saw It all. War showed In
him a cold courage remarkable even at a
time when bravery was a commonplace,
and an endurance totally at a varlance with
his slight physique. Wherever men were
being killed most lavishly, thers was Crane.
In the trenches at Guantanamo, with the
marines, at Caney, helping to bring In the

typesetting rooms of 10cal newspapers. Ha
explained that was how he came lo think
of writing.

He went to New York In 1582 full of am-
bitlon to do pewspaper work. He was un-
successful In obtaining & situation, how-
ever, and got a position in a mercantile
heuse. His wages at that time barely kept
him alive. His chief recreation was in
writing stories, none of which ever was
printed, and his out-of-door exerclss con-
sisted of tours of the East Bide. He em-
bodied what he saw in these excursions in
a study which he called “Magsie, Child of
the Streets.” When he offered the manu-
roript (o publishers, however, none would
have jt. One was found who offered to
print it at Crane's expease, Belleving
thoroughly in the worth of the book, Crane
took the offer as » hint and published the
book at his own expense. He livad on
bread and water 1o save money with which
to pay the publisher. When it appeared In
print it disappointed the author. It at-
tracted no attentjon whatever—for a time.

Crane had sent & copy of “Maggie” to
Willam Dean Howells, asking him to tell
him frackly If the book showed any merit.
Before Mr., Howells had given his reply to
Crane, he was asked in the course of an
Interview. who he thought was the coming
American writer. He answered unhesitat-

'st:plwncﬂm.”
“But who is he?" was asked.
“Well” replied Mr. Howells, *“T have
never seen him, but here s a book he has
3 says he published it him-
vt "It ne deveiops the talent shown fa
thnudycl'!ll;lie’l"w.l'ﬂl“

have an equal in a generation.’”
Amd that is how Crame became famous.
His book was reprinted, in part, by a New
¥ork paper, and, whils It did not receive
unanimous and unstinted praise, it
for Crane a powspaper position and expe-
rience. It was while he was thus engaged—
tnlhe"’lnuru!l‘-—-lrlhm

Red Badge of Courage.

—

“The Red Badge of Courage™ was
published In gerial form. by a syndicate of
pewspapers. It wae read, but did not im-
mediately attract uncsual sttention.
he wrate a number of short stories, and,
armed with a jetter of Introduction from
Mr, Howells, took them (o a publisher. The
blisher

i

t them good.

Rough Riders, at San Juan Hill,
in Porto Rico, Crane was ever in the thick
of {1, always the wame desolite, disconso-
Iate figure, with his raggrd overails and
buttonless sbirt flapping about his emaei-
ated iimbs. He was the dirtiest man in an
army, that hud no time to wash and no
clothes to change. Pur while the soldlers
wore bound to their posts and could not
trim up, the novelist was simost every day
in contact with the zong of razors and clean
ralment. But the contact never seduced
him from his untidy jeans."™

H. J. Whigham, who was with Crane in
Cuba, and who since hag been war corre-
spondent In Bouth Afriea, once related this
Incident of Crane’s carcer in Cuba:

Whigham, Crane, Davie and some of the
other newspaper stars with the Fifth Army
Corps had gene up to the firing iine during
one of the most bothersome periods of the
fighting around El Caney. The party was
under s pretty hot fire and Crane wus
watching the progress of the bitter work
with absorbed attention. Readers of “The
Red Badge of Courage"” will remember how
he describes with much elaboration the ac-
tiops of a man wounded to the death In
battie, how he dilated on the sound the
siricken man made as ha lurched to the
ground—a  sound thal was s scream, &
moan, and a ery of surprise, but more than
anything els¢ a scream. This bit of de-
scription was the source of much argument.
Some old soldlers who had seen maen die In
battle denied the accuracy of Crane's de-
scription: others only mildly questioned It;
stlll others sald a man who could write
with such amazing exactitude about the
death of a soldler must have seen many
men fall at his side.

Crane eould not answer the adverse crit.

ever conveyad to the careless aye was that
he smoked many clgarettes.

Crane was generous and thoughtless. It
is told of him that on the return from
Porto Rico after the war he brought a
young colored boy he had picked up at St
Thomas. The lad had never been off the
little island, whera he was born, but Crane
thought bhe would lock
Greek servants—souvenirs
Turkish War—a the home he
lished In & suburd of
very fond eof the bay.
trople-reared lad suffered from
and his master gave him his overcoat and
shivered In the evenings himself. Crane did
not g0 to England at once, but charged off
to Havana to describe the transformaticn
from Spanish to Amaerican. He never gave
the Wesat Indian boy a thought, but cut

:

to England. He had simply forgotten all
about him.

In Cuba Crane was not a

among the army officers. He never
toid good _etories, his costume al-
wWays = atedd a tramp, and he

wae not soclable. But he nevertheless did
not lack mociety. *“By the same Instinct
that a quail sel freo In & strangs country

ignores pigeons, doves and pirtridges. and | ness.

knows the bob-white for his kind, so Crane
in Porto Rico discovered the rebels agalnst
conventionality ameng the natives,” de-
clures Mr, Michelson. Far In advance of

town scapegrace, the local ne'er-do-well,
and the reat of the coterle, which hung
around the fonda, while honest people were
tending store or working In the coffee or
cane. Though ha 4id not know thelr
guage, and they knew no word of his, he
led thelr revels, and they opened their arms
to him, and all the town held for such as
they was his.

“When the steamer that was to
Crane and his fellow-correspondents back
to the United Stales was ready to safl,
everybody else was on board, but there was
no sign of Crune. The steamer's whistle
blew, and blow in vain, and finally we
stirted a search expedition after him. In
& clump cf banana trees we found Crane,
standing bestde the white, flea-bitten
that had carried him all over the
The tears were running down his cheesks,

"Godd-by, El Doz, good-by," Crane blub-
bered, and then he put his arms around
the pony's neck and cried again.

"Cﬂmdummuu-wdonm'u
to the steamer. Once on board he turned
to look back. and there, at the edge of the
banana patch, stond his borse, watching
him. As Jong as thit white spot agatnst
the dark green couid be seen from the ship
Crane waved his handkorchief.™

i

A New Orleans newspaper man recalls
Crane’s unique experience of Hving lo read
his own obituary—not cnly on one occasion,
but twice. He says:

*When the Cubans were fighting on their
awn account, before the intervention of Un-

The vessel founderad off the East Floridian
Coast and all hands were mupposed to be

ately sat down and wrete a beautiful and
touching tribute for the next issue of that
sprightly periodical. As the wns
gving to press, with the ‘obltuary’ as
chief featurs, word was received that
and four others had escaped In an
boat. Hubbard was rejolced, of

not liking to lose such an admirable plece
of composition, he et the obituary go any-
how,with a foot note running something ke
this: ‘Later—1 have just learned that Steve
was not drowned after all. He swam out on
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farity of the young man's manner
visitor placed the roll beforg the
and in ons breath said:
-'rm.. is & fish story. I will be hera In &
week.” &
Havirg thus spoken, Stophen Crane (for 5
it was he, then utterly to fortune and { i
fame unknown), withdrew as swiftly and
&8s Informally as he
Whalker, a ma
fabllity, could only answer, “1
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